IN HIDING

only the fire remained to illumine the scene.
Had the smith and the stranger been alone,
one or the other would, I believe, have been
killed, for it took the five of us all our knowledge
and strength to save the horses and get them
into the street.
When the flurry was over, their master wiped
his face. " I've a lot to .thank you for," he
said, peering. " Those horses are worth five
hundred pounds apiece. Stroke o' luck your
being here." He hesitated. "Not out-of a
job are you ? My shoeing-smith's down with
typhoid, and two of my grooms were stopped
at the frontier-post. Their passports were out
of order. To tell you the truth, I don't know
how to get on/*
He spoke in English. No doubt ia the
confusion we had given ourselves away.
" Yes," said I suddenly. " We're all three
out of a job." I turned to Ramon. " Let him
into the forge," I said.
Once in the forge, the circus-master looked
round.
" I ask no questions," he said. " Fin too
damned glad to have you, 1*11 give you three
shillings a day and find your food."
There was a moment's silence.
" Where is your train ? "   said George.
" By the side of the road," said the other.
" Five miles the wrong side of Vardar* Why
do you ask ? "
"Because," said Georgb, "we'd better be
getting on. You don't want us here, and I
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